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The University of Dayton 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON PROFESSOR WINS FULBRIGHT 
News Release 
Feb. 3, 1994 
Contact: Candace Stuart 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Where cultures cross boundaries and layers of artistic convention 
overlap -- those are the areas that intrigue Cincinnati resident Faiza Shereen, an assistant 
professor of English at the University of Dayton who has been selected for a yearlong 
Fulbright grant to teach and do research in Morocco. 
Shereen says her background has made her as an ideal candidate "for the kinds of 
studies that attempt to assume pluralistic perspectives: crossing from one culture to another." 
She lived in Alexandria, Egypt, and grew up speaking English, French and Arabic. 
"I feel I own both cultures, Western and Middle Eastern," she says. 
Her Fulbright proposal grew out of her interest in Nedjma (Star), a novel in French by 
an Algerian writer, Kateb Yacine, whose work has been compared to Faulkner and Joyce. 
The literature of North Africa -- Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco -- fascinates Shereen because 
of the overlay of so many different cultures -- French, Arab, Islamic, Berber and African. 
"I wanted to go to a part of the Middle East that would be familiar enough for me to 
understand, but alien enough that it would still have the appeal of mystery and of something 
new to learn," she says. 
Pending a medical exam, U.S. government clearance and approval of the host country, 
~ 
Shereen will spend the 1994-95 academic year researching Moroccan literature and teaching 
Western literature. She hopes to be assigned to a university in Tangier. 
As the boundaries between genres become blurred, "novels sound like poems, and 
poems sound like novels .. . so do the demarcations between nationalities and cultures become 
blurred," she says. "It's useful to examine the way these conventions feed each other. " 
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For interviews, call Faiza Shereen at (513) 229-3422. For more information or a photo, call 
Candace Stuart at (513) 229-3257. 
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